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Direct line: 01325 743700 
Email:  foi@cddft.nhs.uk 
 

24 May 2013 
 
 
 

Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Request for Information 
 

Thank you for your request for information received on 1 May 2013 in relation to the 
County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust (Trust).  We are dealing with 
your request under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  
 

You requested information regarding maternity services provided by the Trust. 
Specifically you asked for:  
 
 

1. How many babies suffered brain damage or disability linked directly to 
childbirth and/or labour in each of the last five years, broken down by hospital? 

  
Answer:  
 

Site Year No's Births 

Darlington 
Memorial Hospital 
(DMH) 

2008-09 *Between 1-3  2112 

University 
Hospital of North 
Durham (UHND) 

2008-09 6 2839 

DMH 2009-10 *Between 1-3  2157 

UHND 2009-10 *Between 1-3  2977 

DMH 2010-11 *Between 1-3  2186 

UHND 2010-11 *Between 1-3  3048 

DMH 2011-12 *Between 1-3  2320 

DMH 2012-13 *Between 1-3  2224 

 
 
*The Trust is unable to break the data down further as to disclose this information would breach one of 
the data protection principles contained in the Data Protection Act 1998 in that it would render it possible 
to identify the patients involved. We do not believe that it would be fair to these individuals for their 
identities to be made public. We therefore believe that the exemption contained within section 40 of the 
Act is engaged. 

 
 



 

 
2. Please also provide as a percentage of total birth rate, broken down by 

hospital? 
  
Answer: Please see the above chart. 
 
3. How much did your NHS board pay out in compensation for mistakes made by 

maternity-unit staff during labour that resulted in a baby dying or suffering 
brain damage or disability in each of the last five years? 

  
Answer: Answer: The Trust does not have access to this information. The NHS 
Litigation Authority (NHSLA) should be the first point of contact for this information. If 
you wish to contact the NHSLA in accordance with Section 16 of the Act (duty to 
provide advice and assistance) you can contact the Head of Clinical Claims; Scott 
Henning on 020 7811 2756 or via the following email address: 
scott.henning@nhsla.com.  
 
4. How much did your NHS board pay out in legal fees in relation to 

compensation claims for mistakes made by maternity-unit staff during labour 
that resulted in a baby dying or suffering brain damage or disability in each of 
the last five years? 

 
Answer: Please see the answer to question 3. 
  
5. How much did your NHS board pay out in total in relation to claims for 

mistakes made by maternity-unit staff during labour that resulted in a baby 
dying or suffering brain damage or disability in each of the last five years? 

  
Answer: Please see the answer to question 3. 
 

In line with the Information Commissioner’s directive on the disclosure of information 
under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 your request will form part of our disclosure 
log. Therefore, a version of our response which will protect your anonymity will be 
posted on the County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust website. 
 

If you have any queries or wish to discuss the information supplied, please do not 
hesitate to contact me on the above telephone number or at the above address. 
 

If you are unhappy with the way your request for information has been handled, you can 
request a review by writing to: 
 

The Chief Executive 
County Durham & Darlington NHS Foundation Trust 
Darlington Memorial Hospital 
Hollyhurst Road 
Darlington 
DL3 6HX 
 
 
 

mailto:scott.henning@nhsla.com


 

If, you remain dissatisfied with the handling of your request or complaint, you have a 
right to appeal to the Information Commissioner at: 
 

The Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow  
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 

Telephone: 0303 123 1113 
Website: www.ico.gov.uk.  
 
There is no charge for making an appeal. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
 
Joanna Tyrrell 
Freedom of Information Officer 

http://www.ico.gov.uk/

